Peace: Slaying brings
pleas for peace | < A1

bailding is at E. York Avenue and H. Seginaw Street.
,&mm‘mmawmmmm

Niyauna were incosoplete
Friday and are being handled
call Genesee by Lawrence E. Moon Faneral
at (810} 640-3569. . HomemFlnt.
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4 First Ward City Councilman Darryl E. Buchanan {left) and
Mayor Don Williamson stand outside the home where Victoria
Taylos, 9, was shot to death Thursday morning.

Accessible weapons
and kids don’t mix

By Ken Palmer
kpaimen@fiingaural com » 810 166 6313
and Jae Lawsior
awdor@Hirtourmal.com »

FLINT — By now the story
is all too familiar.

A child finds a gunin a
house and kills another child.

It happened again Thurs-
day, when 9-year-old Victoria
Taylor was killed by a blast
from a shotgun that had fall-
en into a child’s hands in her
home on Baldwin Boulevard
in Flint. A relative said her
parents had acquired the gun
for protection.

It’s another sad reminder
that firearms — loaded ones,
in particular — must not be
left where children might find
them, police and gun experts

id

“You don't want it to be
a loss of life to bring it to
people’s minds,” Flint police
Capt. David Porter said.
“(But) that's the tragic truth
of it.

“You have to do things
when you have children in
the house to make gure they
are safe.”

You don’t have to go back
far to find other examples.

.1n February 2000, a 6-
vear-old boy shot and killed
a 6-year-old classmate. Kayla
Rotland, at Buell Elementary
School in Beecher with a
loaded handgun he found in
his uncle's home.

Two other prominent cases
invelved another boy, who
killed two of his brothers over
a four-year span in the late
1980s.

The boy was § when he’
shot his 11-year-old brother
with a loaded shotgun. At age
13. he shot and killed a 6~
year-old brother with a hand-
gun. The second shooting
brought him a second-degree
murder conviction in juvenile
court.

Guns should always be
stored unloaded, in a locked
safe or fitted with a lock with
keys and ammunition kept
hidden, police and gun safety
experts say.

All new guns come with
trigger locks, and some police
agencies provide them for
free, said Dan Compeau,
chief operating officer for
Williams Gun Sight & Outfit-
ters in Davison Township.

“You can find a cable lock
for three or four bucks, and
a good trigger lock is maybe
$10 to $12,” Compeau said.

Things can be more com-
plicated for homeowners who
live in high crime areas and

Young lives lost

At least seven young people

have been killed in shootings

this year:

1. DeABDRE D. RDBINSOR: The
flint 17-year-old was found
shot in an abandoned house at
228 E, Taylor St., on Jan. 23.

2 TRISTEN KIBELAND: The Flint
18-year-old was shot in a car
lan. 28 on Wood Street near
Avenue A

3. TERREL D. LARG:, The 16~
year-old was shot near the
intersection of Howard Avenue
and Lippincott Boulevard on
Feb. 18

4 MARQUAIR ¥. HERELE: The Flint
16-year-old was shot March
11 at Pasadena Avenue and
Dupont Street.

5. HIVAUNA S. JORES: The Flint 5~
year-old was shot July 6 as she
rode in a car along Carpenter
Road in Genesee Township

&. LATESHA TAVLOR: The Flint
18-year-old was shot in the
head July 16 while sitting in a
parked car at a drive-through
party store at Welch Boulevard
and Chevrolet Avenue.

7. DEONTE BREWTOR: The 18-
year-old was shot July 24
at a house on Jane Avenue
between Minnesota and N.
Franklin avenues.

want quick access to a gun
for protection, Compeau said.
In that case, the best
option is a handgun locked
in a small safe, inaccessibie
to children, he said. The gun
box can be secured to a closet
shelf so it can’t be carried
away, he said.
Such boxes are available

face civil neglect allegations if
they fail to safeguard children
from weapons.

But the state is among 28
that have no “child access
prevention” law, which makes
it a crime when adults fail
to store weapons safely, said
Peter Hamm, spokesman for
the Brady Campaign to Pre-
vent Gun Violence

It might seem inhumane to
charge a parent who has just
lost a child, but the laws are a
deterrent, Hamm said.

Compeau has another sug-
gestion: Teach gun safety in
the schools.

“You hope that by taking
a hunter safety class a kid
gets it into his head that you
never point a gun at anybody,
for any reason,” he said.

“And maybe there’s a chance
they’ll learn that the first
thing to do when you handle
a gun is to check to see that
it's unloaded.”

Woman claims she killed
to protoct ynbga bahs
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Granholm
targeting
drive-bys

Governor pushes bills

to increase penalties

By Marjory Raymer -
mraymer@fintiournal.com 81 0.766.6325

FL!NT‘V% The city’s rash of deadly shootings

has sparked a effort by Gov. Jennifer Granholm to

crack down on community violence statewide.
Granholm this morning in Flint was to call on
the Legislature to pass two bills that would stiffen

the penalties for drive-by shootings — quadrupling

prison sentences
in some instances.

Granholm
spokeswoman
Liz Boyd s‘au(.i the calling on the
new push is in Legisiature
direct response o t6 enact two
recent spikes in proposed
violence in Flint  lawsthat
— including three would stifferi

drive-by shootings the penalties
y & for drive-by

last month — as hooti
well as incidents shootings.

in Saginaw and o Currently, the i
gr crime is punishabl up to

De%gféandﬁa 4 years in prison and a $2,000
Jamison, 17, of fine. i ‘
Flin said she e
was glad 150 hea.r years and 3 $10,000 fine, and,
S()meqne 1s paying it the crime causes someone .~
attention to the serious injury, the penalty
problems of vio- jumpsto 15yearsand a
Iénce. $15,000 fine, .

“This past

month, it’s really been getting out of hand,” Alex-
andria said. “Everyday 1 turn on the news, some-
body else is dying oz somebody else is getting
shot.”

Drive-bys: Bill to
increase penalties for
shootings | <« A1

The governor’s news con-
ference was to take place at
the Boys and Girls Club of
Flint, 3701 N. Averill Ave.

- Granholm is putting pres-.
sure on the Legislature to
quickly pass the two bills
ced by Rep. Bren

“No family should have to
live in fear in their own home,”

Granholm said in a statement.
“This legislation will help local
police crack down on those
who terrorize our communities
from a moving vehicle.”

The maximum penalty for
a drive-by shooting now is 4
years in prison and a $2,000
fine — with no consideration
of the severity of victims’ inju-
ries, Boyd said.

Clack’s proposals would
increase the penalty to 10
years in prison and a $10,000
fine and up to 15 years and
a $15,000 fine if the victim is
seriously injured.

“We will use all in our
power to get them off of the
streets,” Clack said.

Several recent shootings
were cited by the governor’s
office as motivation for the
crackdown on drive-by shoot-
ings: :

« NiYauna S. Jones, 5, died
and her 9-year-old sister was
wounded July 6 while riding
in a car being test-driven by
her cousin.

« Latesha Taylor, 18, died
July 16 after being shot in the
head while she waited in a car
at a convenience store

» Rapper Deion J.L. Smith,
NiYauna's uncle, was shot
and killed July 28 on E. Alma
Avenue. A woman was criti-
cally wounded in the incident.

Granholm was to be joined
for the news conference
today by Clack and Col. Peter
Munoz, director of the state
police.
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Slaying spurs

rappers to action
Coalition launches
anti-violence drive

By Doug Pullen
intjsurnal.com 810,766 6140

_ FLINT — The July 6 shoot-
ing th of 5-year-old NiYau-
na 8. Jones was the last straw
for a small but growing group
of local rappers and produc-
P ors who aie
launching a
grass-roots
anti-violence
campaign.

About 30-
40 members
of the newly
formed, non-
profit One
House Music

' . Group Con-

sortium were to don custom-
made “Stop the Violence”
T-shirts for NiYauna’s funeral
at noon today at Bethlehem
Temple Church of the Apos-
tolic Faith, 3401 King Ave.

“We want to bring a lot
of people out,” said Kerry
Horton of One House Music
Group and Bizvane Manage-
ment, who is leading the
effort.

The T-shirt, which fea-

FAULICIICS AL~
violence drive | « a1

cent,”” he recalled.

Horton said the consortium
grew out of his One House
Music Group, a collection of
local artists and labels that
formed nearly two months
ago to better promote them-
selves. He runs the group
i with partners Randy Rann

¢ For the latest @
coverage of -
today’s funeral &
of Byear-oly
Flint shooting - meie.c
victim NiYauria e
S. Jones, go to miive.com/
fijournal. :

tures a red-and-white stop
sign across the chest, was
the brainchild of rapper and
promoter Johnny Mayfield of
100 Spooks Entertainment.
Mayfield said he’s sick of the
violence and hardships tear-
ing apart Flint’s inner city.
“It took a little girl for

‘people to wake up,” Mayfield

said. “This should have been
happening a long time ago.”
' He wore one of the shirts
July 3 when he performed
with fellow rapper Krow at
the Flint Fourth of July Festi-
val at Atwood Stadium.

“A lot of people were walk- -
ing up to me, (saying) ‘I like
that shirt you're wearing, Very

- good. 'm behind that 100 per-

. b Action, A2

nd Max-a-Million.

The anti-violence campaign
started when a local club
owner challenged the group
“to do something positive.”
NiYauna’s shooting death was
the cafalyst.

“We want to make a move-
ment behind these artists; a
positive approach,” Horton
said.

The group has received
help and support from Flint
Family Road, a health and
wellness group, and The Rec-

ognition Factory, a supplier
of business promotion items.
It plans to meet with local
politicians and sports figures
in the niear future to keep the
momentum going.

They think their goals of
combating violence and pro-
moting their music can make
a difference.

“The way to get to kids
now is through music and to
have things for them to do,”
Mayfield said. “You’ve got to
give them a chance.”

: “The way to get

: to kids now is

! through music and
: to have things for
: them to do. You've
: got to give them a
: chance.”

— Johnny Mayfield
of 100 Spooks
Entertainment
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